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Saffen. — Eebeckah Saffen, daughter of Thomas and Mary Saffen, 
was born in Newark, N. J., September 22, 1769, and married November 
7, 1790, John J., son of Josiah Crane, of Newark. She died in New 
York October 26, 1847. John J. Crane was born March 8, 1767, and 
died in July, 1808. 

Persons who can furnish any information with regard to the Saffen 
family will greatly oblige by communicating with 

C. Sidney Cbane, 
41 West Forty-fifth Street, 
New York. 

The Doylestown Democrat's Motto.— [Penna. Mag., Vol. XIV. 
p. 333.] — The author of the motto was Judge Story, and in the first 
volume of his biography (p. 127) by his son, W. W. Story, will be found 
the following : 

" The motto which the Salem Register adopted in the year 1802, and 
still retains, was also written by my father : 

" ' Here shall the Press the People's right maintain, 
TJnawed by influence and unbribed by gain j 
Here Patriot Truth her glorious precepts draw, 
Pledged to Religion, Liberty, and Law.' " 

Judge Story was then a young lawyer, and was living at Salem, where 
he was a frequent writer for the local Republican paper, and so came to 
furnish its motto, — which is still kept at the head of the editorial page. 
It is an excellent one, certainly, and we may not only hope that the 
Register has lived up to it during all these years, but wish also that the 
press generally might adopt and honor it. The Doylestown Democrat, 
it is to be hoped, did not find it too high a standard, and drop it on that 
account, after (as stated) a few years' trial ! H. M. J. 



The Political Beginnings of Kentucky. By John Mason Brown. 
Louisville : John P. Morton & Co. 4to, 263 pp. Price, $2.50. 

This handsome volume, printed on heavy laid paper, with broad 
margins, forms No. 6 of the publications of the "Filson Club." It is 
the most scholarly and valuable production that the club has issued, and, 
as we read its interesting pages, we are impressed with the great loss we 
have suffered in the death of its accomplished author. Colonel Brown 
fortunately completed his work before his death, and placed the manu- 
script in the hands of the printers, who, in accordance with his wishes, 
have published it just as he left it. 

The book treats of the Indian title, Henderson's purchase, and the 
organization of the Transylvania Company, as well as the efforts that were 
made to have the district it claimed represented in the Continental Con- 
gress in 1775. There is also a full account of the erection of the county 
of Illinois (now the State of Kentucky) by the Legislature of Virginia, 
and the efforts that were made for a separate political organization, re- 
sulting in the formation of a new State. The alarm that spread over the 
West and Southwest at the beginning of the present century, when it was 
feared that a free navigation of the Mississippi River would be denied 
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the inhabitants of those sections by the Spanish government, is well told ; 
but probably the most interesting and important portion of the work is 
that which treats of the Spanish, French, and British intrigues, in which 
attempts were made to separate the Western country from the United 
States. In writing this portion Colonel Brown enjoyed a special ad- 
vantage, as he fortunately secured copies from foreign archives of the 
despatches which the representatives of foreign governments in this 
country sent home to their authorities. The despatches of Dorchester, 
Miro, and Gardoqui have thus been laid under contribution, and the 
revelations they make are interesting in the extreme. The account of 
the effort made in 1790 to prohibit slavery in Kentucky is also very in- 
teresting. The narrative is brought down to 1792, which Colonel Brown 
says closes the first period of the political beginnings of Kentucky. It 
is to be regretted that he was not spared to write the second period, for 
which he had collected considerable material. This would have con- 
tinued the story to 1807, and would have included such topics as the or- 
ganization of executive and legislative powers, the mission of Power and 
other Spanish emissaries, and their attempts upon Sebastian, Nicholas, 
and Murray, the ferment that grew out of the alien and sedition laws and 
excise legislation, the excitement fomented by Genet and other French 
agents, the remodelling of the Constitution in 1799, the acquisition of 
Louisiana, and the arrest and trial of Aaron Burr. The subject is a rich 
one that should tempt some member of the Filson Club to continue the 
work of Colonel Brown. 

Mantjsckipt Histoey of the Cattell Family in England. — 
Prof. W. P. Phillimore, in " A Calendar of Wills relating to the Coun- 
ties of Northampton and Rutland, Proved in the Court of the Arch- 
deacon of Northampton, 1510 to 1652," gives an account of the late 
Thomas William Cattell, a native of Coventry, born in June, 1809, 
and that his ancestors long resided in Northamptonshire. He practised 
medicine in Liverpool, and later in life turned his attention to genealog- 
ical pursuits. 

" In the first instance, like most other genealogists, Mr. Cattell first 
turned his attention to the history of his own name and family, his col- 
lections about which are remarkably complete, and are nearly all em- 
bodied in some eight or ten manuscript volumes, forming, in fact, an 
elaborate register of the name. In doing this he not only made exhaust- 
ive searches at Northampton Probate Registry, the Record Office, Som- 
erset House, and through innumerable parish registers, but also under- 
took the very tedious work of extracting all the modern Cattell entries 
in the Records of the Registrar-General, a task the like of which has 
seldom, if ever, been done before. Mr. Cattell made abstracts of some 
hundreds of Northamptonshire wills, chiefly relating to yeoman families 
in the western half of that county ; these, which he indexed very fully, 
are now in the editor's possession." 



